MITRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION




New lease of life for old school rooms...

.. providing affordable rented homes for local people
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"My grandmother sat in
our living room in the
i _very same place where

T her desk was when she
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- was at school here”
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Troutbeck born and raised

John Allen and fiancée Michelle Clark

are enjoying their new home, which sits

opposite the local church from which they
will be married this summer. John was born
and raised in Troutbeck but struggled for
the last seven years to find somewhere
affordable to rent in Troutbeck.

The redevelopment of Troutbeck School in to
these two family homes made it possible for
John and Michelle to live locally to their work
and family. John's grandmother, uncles and
father all went to school in what is now their

living room and Michelle now walks five minutes

to work. This development has truly created
affordable homes for local families to rent.
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Chairman'’s Report

Mitre Board Members:
Back row: Canon Colin
Laxon, Rodney Stansfield
(Treasurer), Venerable Colin
Hill(Vice Chairman), Wendy
Mitton, Jolyon Dodgson.

Front row: lan Turnbull
(Chairman), Jean Bryson.

Missing from picture:
Mrs Kathy Jenkins,
Venerable David Jenkins,
Mr Brian Cook (Secretary),

Mrs Jacqui Blenkinship.

Firstly, | pay tribute to my predecessor, David Jenkins, who
chaired the Association so well for many years, and | am
pleased that he is continuing as a Board Member. He has
taken a personal interest in many initiatives to acquire
property or land for development, as well as conducting
our business in a friendly and encouraging way.

Sadly I record the deaths of Katherine Morton a founder
member and benefactor, and of Alan Tremaine, our
former Treasurer.

We are constantly seeking opportunities to provide
homes to rent for those who need them, and this year has
been no exception. As well helping individual families,
we believe that it is important for the strengthening

of communities that there is a good mix of dwellings
available, particularly in villages where property prices
are high, and where there are second homes. Work

has started on the upgrading of the two dwellings
bequeathed to us in Dalston, and we have bought
Coniston Church Rooms which will be converted into
three dwellings. Satterthwaite School has been bought
from the Diocese for conversion, and good progress is
being made towards the acquisition of existing buildings

in Keswick and other rural communities.

We are grateful to Eden Housing Association, which

acts on our behalf for all that is done by its staff in
administering our affairs, assisting with development,
and caring for our tenants, all of whom are known to the
officers personally.

I hope this Annual Report will be of interest to all who
read it. | hope too, that the word will be spread about
what Mitre is here to do, and that it is ready to explore any
opportunity for development which may be brought to its
notice. We are not a commercial developer seeking large
acreages on which to build, and sell, many houses: space
for one or two houses would do - and our homes are not
for sale!
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